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Epidemiological investigation of rheumatism disease on southeast coastal soldiers and analysis of retirement
due to illness
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[ Abstract] Objective To investigate the epidemiological characteristics of rheumatism disease on southeast coastal soldiers
and the incidence of retirement due to illness. Methods 31 560 soldiers were surveyed in Fujian region. Patients suspected of rheuma-
tism were performed with hematology and imaging examination, including blood sedimentation, c-reactive protein, autoantibodies and
HLA-B27 projects; Imaging including pelvic X, CT or MR. Results 0.79% (249/31 560) of the surveyed soldiers were detected as
rheumatism, which were mainly AS 55.42% (138/249) , uSpA 22.89% (57/249) and ReA 12.50% (31/249). The prevalence of re-
mote areas is higher than that of the city (P<0.05). Conclusion Rheumatism in southeast coastal troops has a higher incidence, of
which spinal joint disease ( AS, uSPA and ReA) consist the most, especially AS. In mountainous island area, soldiers are prone to suf-
fer spine and hip joint damage.
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